
Homelessness and housing report

“This is a super-
practical way of 
doing something,”

Celine, 

Sussex Nightstop volunteer

The right to housing is recognised as a basic human right. However, the reasons why people 

become homeless are complex and often connected with many other challenges they may 

face.  Access to housing and services  is a particular problem in Sussex where affordable 

accommodation is scarce and living rurally can mean being miles away from shops and oth-

er support services. The county is ranked 8th worst out of 47 English sub-regions by these 

measures. Since 2006, we’ve given a range of grants to charities and 

community groups in Sussex, working to support people who for a variey of 

reasons are homeless, or in danger of becoming so, or are having trouble 

accessing safe, secure and appropriate housing.

Here you can read some stories about the groups we have funded 

and their work supporting homeless people and others struggling 

to keep a roof over their heads. 
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Friends First has been tackling homelessness and social isolation for over ten years. They offer 

a network of services including supported community living, a drop-in and night shelter, rural and 

urban enterprise centres and employment support

The charity received a £5,000 grant through Sussex 

Community Foundation to support their Growing Together 

project where socially marginalised people engage in a 

therapeutic working environment, growing and harvesting 

fruit and vegetables. The grant has paid towards the salary 

of site manager Wendy Redwood, who plans and runs the 

project, day-to-day, at the 6.5 acre-site 

near Steyning in West Sussex. 

Key to Wendy’s work is the development 

of care packages for groups of people 

who may benefi t, such as excluded young 

people and people in rehabilitation. “We 

have weekly visits by service-users from 

projects such as St Thomas Fund, another 

local residential substance misuse rehab 

project, often as part of individual rehab 

programmes,” says Wendy. “The work 

offers them the chance to fi nd some 

routine and structure in sometimes chaotic 

lives, develop a sense of self-worth, get out in the fresh air, 

build skills and and feel part of a productive communty.”

Carpenter, plumber and heating engineer Paul James, 

45, has been been staying at St Thomas Fund supported 

housing. Prior to this period of his life, Paul was living 

what might be considered a mainstream 

life: a business, wife, kids and plenty of 

money. After his divorce, he started to 

use drink as a crutch. “I fi nally got fed up 

with drink but it hadn’t got fed up with 

me,” says Paul. Eventually, he found help. 

“Other opportunities have opened up to 

me now,” says Paul. “Most importantly, my 

parents have their son back and my kids 

have their dad back.” Paul is pictured, 

above right, with Lee King, another St 

Thomas Fund resident and skilled window-

fi ttter, busy constructing a compost loo for 

the site.

Friends First 

CASE STUDY
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Tackling homelessness is not just about scooping people off the street but about 
offering a range of services that can help a person take control of some of the issues 
that have led to their situation.



SUSSEX NIGHTSTOP fi nds short-term accommodation 

for young people (16-25 years) with volunteer hosts in 
Brighton & Hove when the young person, for whatever 

reason, loses the roof over their head. 

The host will offer a spare room for a night or two while 

other services are put in place to support the young person. 

This avoids often vulnerable young people being placed in 

inappropriate emergency accommodation where they may 

not feel safe and prevents them sleeping rough with its 

myriad dangers. Celine Graciet and her partner Charlotte are 

volunteer hosts for the charity. “The simplicity of the idea 

behind the project appealed to us,” says Celine. “This is a 

super practical way of doing something. We can bring a little 

bit of hope, along with a place of safety.” Sussex Nightstop 

received a recent grant to fund volunteer host training.

OTHER GRANTS
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STONEPILLOW
Chichester District Council has recorded an estimated 40 people that are 

sleeping rough each night in the local area.  Stonepillow’s ten-bed night 

refuge shelter is full every night and the day centre hub has more than 25 

people using it. Entrenched rough sleepers and those who fi nd themselves 

homeless quickly lose their self-esteem and confi dence to change. Sto-

nepillow is the only charity in the area offers them an opportunity through 

shelter, information and support to make positive changes in their lives 

through engagement and promoting recovery through health, housing and 

work. Many clients are ex-offenders, using crime to feed their substance 

misuse. Stonepillow received a recent grant to fund training for clients, 

including life skills, relaxation, meditation, anger and stress management, 

along with advice and support around budgeting and housing. 

CLOCK TOWER SANCTUARY received a large grant this 

year to support their services for young people in Brighton. 

Clock Tower offers crisis support and moving on support, 

as well as a range of community involvement activities. 

Crisis support includes the provision of a safe drop-in centre 

and sign-posting to statutory and voluntary services. A range 

of emergency support, such as a mailing address, showers 

and clothes washing facilities, food and drink, a telephone 

service, PCs and the internet, includes a small Crisis Fund for 

the provision of small items like shoes or emergency travel. 

Moving on support includes the provision of one-to-one 

support to help young people make specifi c changes in their 

lives relating to housing, health, education, work and learning 

and a programme of creative, skills building and outdoor 

activities.

CRAWLEY FOYER

received a 

grant to run 

an eight-

week City 

and Guilds 

course for 

eight young 

people, not 

in education 

employment 

or training.



OUR GRANTS

SUSSEX EMMAUS in Portslade 

provides a safe home, a sup-

portive community, friendship, 

training and meaningful work 

for forty men and women who 

previously were street home-

less. ‘Companions’ (residents) 

earn their living by collecting 

donated goods of all kinds and 

recycling them through two on-

site shops or other appropriate 

merchants (rags, metal). 
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Other groups tackling homelessness and funded by Sussex Community Foundation include: 

Biglove Association Centre for homeless people in Bognor Regis.

Bognor Vineyard  Provides furniture and bedding to those in economic need in Bognor.

Church Storehouse  

Brighton & Hove  Project that rehouses homeless people in Brighton & Hove.

City Mission  

Brighton Unemployed  Volunteer and user-run centre that responds to the needs of the people using it.

Centre Families Project  

City Coast Crossover  Service in Portslade supports homeless and marginalised people.

Crawley Open House  Provides a range of gateway services for homeless people in the Crawley area.

Fareshare  Charity which delivers food that the supermarkets and others are throwing out, 

but that is not out-of-date, to people in need in Sussex.

Horsham Matters  Offers a furniture service for people who require essential furnishing goods.

Newhaven Foyer  Offers counselling service for homeless young people and other services.

Off The Fence  Supports homeless people in immediate crisis in Brighton & Hove.

Snowfl ake Night Shelter  Project for homeless and vulnerable people in Hastings and St Leonards.

St Anne’s Trust  Centre for homeless people in Brighton & Hove.

Safehaven Project  Supports homeless people in Brighton & Hove.

Worthing Churches  Provides care, support and accommodation for local people who are homeless

Homeless Projects  or insecurely housed. 

Sussex Community Foundation raises funds for and gives grants to smaller charities 

and community groups across East Sussex, West Sussex and Brighton & Hove. 

We make it easy for Sussex people to give money to local causes close to their hearts 

and ensure that those donations reach the people that need them. Our endowment 

fund enables our donors to benefi t Sussex people for generations to come.

Sussex Community Foundation, Railway Lane, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 2AQ

01273 409440 / info@sussexgiving.org.uk / www.sussexgiving.org.uk 
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