
What is Sussex 
Community Foundation?
Sussex Community Foundation is an independent charity that 
develops and supports local charitable giving. We are part of a 
national network of UK community foundations that distributes 
£65 million a year to charities and community groups.

We raise money for and make grants to local charities and community groups 

across East and West Sussex and Brighton and Hove. We also manage charitable 

funds on behalf of Sussex donors and oversee the grant-making from those funds. 

Unlike a national charity, we have a unique Sussex-wide understanding of the 

county’s smaller charities and community groups. We make it easy for people to 

give money to local causes close to their hearts and ensure their donations reach 

the Sussex people that need them.

Since 2006, we have given grants totalling over £8 million to 1,500 charities and 

community groups. Most of the grants we give are between £1,000 and £5,000 

and make a big difference to the groups that receive them. Many of these are 

smaller organisations that do not have the profi le or fundraising resources of 

larger charities.

We have built a permanent endowment fund, currently standing at over £11 million. 

It will provide Sussex communities with sustainable funding into the future.

This information pack is designed to be used by professionals who provide estate 

or fi nancial, wealth management advice to their clients. We believe that our 

services can benefi t some of your clients, and so hope this pack will be useful 

to you in your role as professional advisor.

Why choose Sussex Community Foundation?

Sussex Community Foundation is the ideal vehicle for people who want to put 

something back into the communities in which they have lived and worked. 

By channelling funds directly into grassroots community projects, Sussex 

Community Foundation aims to improve the quality of life for people across 

Sussex with a special focus on helping those who are disadvantaged in some way.

The main service we provide for donors is our named fund. This is a charitable 

fund, set up and tailored to the donor’s interests in both geography and charitable 

themes. We currently manage over seventy named funds on behalf of individuals, 

families, companies and charitable trusts. 

We understand that you will not wish to ‘recommend’ a charity to clients. 

However, by mentioning Sussex Community Foundation, you are raising 

awareness of our services as one option that may be relevant to your client in 

the same way that you might mention organisations such as the Charities 

Aid Foundation. 

For further information, please contact Lauren Lloyd on 01273 409440

Sussex Community Foundation, 15 Western Road, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 1RL 

email: lauren.lloyd@sussexgiving.org.uk  Website: www.sussexgiving.org.uk  Registered Charity 1113226
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Benefi ts of giving through  

Sussex Community Foundation

Flexibility
Through our named funds, we provide a tailor-made service that refl ects the wishes 

of each donor. This bespoke service covers all aspects of the fund’s operation, from 

targeting areas of special interest to the extent to which a donor may wish to be 

involved in the grant-making process. Through Sussex Community Foundation, gifts 

may be made to any charitable project that benefi ts the local Sussex community. 

These do not necessarily have to be registered charities as Sussex Community 

Foundation is able to fund non-registered community and voluntary groups.

Convenience

Named funds can be set up quickly and easily. Much of the work involved in 

registering a new charitable trust and the consequent time and expense can 

be avoided, as Sussex Community Foundation already has the people and the 

framework in place to carry out this work. A simple written agreement is drawn 

up, which can be amended later, if required. Sussex Community Foundation 

undertakes all the day-to-day work involved in administering the grant-making 

programme. This includes handling enquiries from prospective grant applicants 

to making decisions, as well as fulfi lling all the accounting and reporting 

requirements.

Meeting needs

Many people see Sussex as a well-off county but there are signifi cant areas 

of deprivation, particularly in some coastal areas and less obvious areas of 

disadvantage in more rural, isolated areas, hidden from view. A great deal of vital 

work is done by smaller, less well-known charities and community groups but it 

can be diffi cult to know which of these groups need support. Sussex Community 

Foundation’s local knowledge can help to identify suitable recipients and therefore 

reach those who might not otherwise fi nd the funds they need. We can guarantee 

that money donated to us will only be spent locally and in support of 

any charitable, educational or benevolent purpose.

Expertise

Sussex Community Foundation is governed by a board of trustees from 

a variety of backgrounds with a wide range of skills and experience, and an 

extensive knowledge of the local community and its needs. It has established 

comprehensive grant-making policies and procedures, ensuring each application 

is dealt with effi ciently and assessed carefully. Sussex Community Foundation 

also has access to professional advice, for example, in managing its growing 

investments. Currently, Sussex Community Foundation uses Sarasin as its main 

investment advisors.

Permanence

Sussex Community Foundation is here to stay. By building a substantial, 

endowment fund for the community, Sussex Community Foundation is not only 

helping to tackle today’s needs, but also developing the means to address the 

needs of future generations. Anyone who is considering establishing a fund or 

leaving a legacy to the local community can be assured that Sussex Community 

Foundation will honour their charitable wishes in perpetuity.


