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Guidance notes 
Sussex Community Foundation has a range of grants which support groups working in their communities in Sussex.  These guidelines refer to the following named funds:
The Marit and Hans Rausing Fund
Goldsmiths’ Company
The American Express Fund

The Cullum Family Trust at Sussex Community Foundation

The William Reed Fund

The May Gurney Fund
Southern Water

Paul Rooney Foundation

The Rainbow Fund

Each of these funds has its own criteria.  Please read these guidelines to ensure that your group or project fits the specific criteria of one of these funds. We award grants for most of these funds four times a year (twice a year for American Express; once a year for May Gurney; once a year for The Rainbow Fund).  We will generally let you know of the result approximately 8 weeks after the deadline.  
If you are interested in applying for Grassroots Grants, Comic Relief and Sports Relief Grants, The Little Cheyne Court Wind Farm Community Fund or The Rye Fund please refer to separate guidelines. 
Our website (www.sussexgiving.org.uk) has up-to-date details of the deadlines for each Fund. 
Who can apply?
Groups need to be not-for-profit organisations that benefit communities in East and West Sussex and the City of Brighton & Hove. Criteria for each individual fund will detail specific requirements.  We particularly want to reach smaller, locally managed organisations. 
Size of grants

The majority of grants will be in the region of £1,000 to £5,000 per year. In exceptional cases larger grant applications may be considered. 

How to apply

You can apply for a grant from all of these funds by completing our Sussex Community Foundation application form – the same form for all the funds. We will allocate your application to the fund or funds which we consider most likely to support your project. 

You can download the form from our website at www.sussexgiving.org.uk. Alternatively, we can post or email you a form. If you have any queries about the application process, or which fund to apply for, then please contact us on 01273 409440 and we will be happy to help you. 
You may return your application forms via email but we must receive a signed copy of the declaration on paper along with signed copies of your constitution and accounts before the closing date. Completed forms should be returned to: 
Sussex Community Foundation, 
Suite B, Falcon Wharf, 
Railway Lane, 
Lewes BN7 2AQ                
Email:info@sussexgiving.org.uk
Our website (www.sussexgiving.org.uk) has up-to-date details of the deadlines for each Fund. Please note, applications received after each closing date, or those sent by email with no signed declaration page, will be carried forward to the next grant round.
Exclusions

Sussex Community Foundation will not support requests from or for:

· Organisations that are part of central, local or regional government. 
· Organisations that discriminate on the basis of race, religion, creed, national origin, disability, age, sexual orientation, marital status, or any basis prohibited by law 
· Individuals -  including scholarships, sponsorships and other forms of financial assistance 
· Fund-raising activities such as benefits, charitable dinners, or sponsored events

· Goodwill advertising, dinner programmes, books,magazines or articles in professional journals

· Political activities

· Major capital appeals (i.e. total cost of proposed project should be no more than £30,000)

· Small contributions to major campaigns
· Grants which will be used to make awards to a third party
· Sports sponsorships

· Projects which only benefit animals
· Projects seeking funds to improve the buildings or assets of the local authority eg; Friends or Parents of school groups looking for funds for playgrounds, school equipment etc
· Projects whose wider community appeal or benefit is limited
Criteria for Named Funds
The American Express Fund (Awarded twice a year) 
Who can apply

Registered charities operating in Brighton & Hove or Burgess Hill

American Express is committed to serving the community and aims to be a good corporate citizen in the areas where its employees and customers live and work. The American Express Fund likes to support a wide range of charities in Sussex, especially projects addressing economic or social disadvantage or promoting leadership. Organisations serving the immediate community of American Express offices are encouraged. American Express employees help to select grants awarded from the fund. Grants up to £5000 will be made.
Please note all organisations receiving a grant from the American Express Fund are expected to use the American Express logo on publicity or information for the project and to acknowledge funding from The American Express Fund at Sussex Community Foundation in their annual reports.

The Cullum Family Trust at Sussex Community Foundation
(Awarded 4 times a year)
Who can apply
Charities and community groups addressing homelessness or supporting children and operating between, and including, Brighton & Hove and Worthing. 
There is a preference for smaller organisations, but larger organisations who can make a difference to these issues with the amount of money on offer are welcome to apply.

The Marit and Hans Rausing Fund

(Awarded 4 times a year)
Who can apply

Community groups and registered charities working in Sussex.
The Rausing Fund will support groups seeking to address social and economic disadvantage and deprivation across Sussex. 
Goldsmiths’ Company Fund
(Awarded 4 times a year)

Who can apply

Community groups and registered charities working in Sussex.
Goldsmiths’ Company Fund will support groups seeking to address social and economic deprivation and disadvantage across Sussex.
The William Reed Fund

(Awarded 4 times a year)

Who can apply
Applicants may be local or national organisations operating and benefiting people in the Crawley area. Applicant organisations that can demonstrate a link with William Reed Business Media or its employees are particularly encouraged, for example charities or community groups for which employees act as volunteers or trustees.

The aim of the William Reed Fund is to support social welfare projects in the Crawley area.  The grant awarded should go a significant way towards enabling the proposed project to take place. 
The maximum grant made from this fund will usually be £3,000; in exceptional cases larger grants may be made.
May Gurney Fund

(Awarded once a year)
Who can apply

The May Gurney Fund will target smaller charities or groups that demonstrate genuine local community engagement. They wish to support organizations that help into work young people, the long term unemployed and the difficult to employ through activities focused on education; self help; health and well being; and local environmental issues. 
Grants of up to £5000 will be made annually.
Paul Rooney Foundation Fund

(No deadline)

Who can apply
Unlike most funds operated by Sussex Community Foundation, the Paul Rooney Foundation will give grants to individuals and their families referred by an independent professional charity or organisation (agreed with het Foundation)  which is providing a service to the family concerned. This fund aims to help children with special needs and their families, particularly those with life-limiting illness.
Southern Water
(Awarded 4 times a year)

Community groups and charities involved with community garden and allotment projects. 

Grants will normally be in the region of £500 - £2000. 
The Rainbow Fund                                                                         (Awarded once a year)
Who can apply                                                                                                                          The Rainbow Fund wants to support community groups and voluntary organisations addressing the needs of the LGBT community in Brighton and Hove, particularly those demonstrating that either the project, or the group, is led by LGBT people.
Grants of up to £5000 will be awarded annually. 
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