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Grassroots Grants Guidelines
Funding
Grassroots Grants is a three-year scheme to March 2011, aimed at very small local community groups. Sussex Community Foundation holds budgets for Brighton & Hove, East and West Sussex.
Who can apply?
Not for profit, voluntary or community groups who:
· Have been active in their local community for a year or more
· Have an average income over three years of less than £20,000 per year, taken as an average turnover for the last 3 financial years (or over the life of the group if less than three years old).
· Work for the benefit of their local community
· Are led by volunteers 
· Have a written set of rules or constitution
Size of Grant
Applications can be for between £250 and £5,000. Groups can apply more than once until they have received a maximum of £5,000 in total.
What can be funded?
The grants are intended to benefit the community, so can be very wide ranging, including the purchase of equipment such as computers or kitchen facilities, a local community event, small-scale training and staffing costs, local community activities and rent costs.
Grants can be awarded for an existing project or service or for the costs of running an organisation. We can also fund new projects of an existing group. Grants for a project or service can also include overhead costs. 
Applications for large items of equipment (£500 or over) are welcomed.
How do groups apply?
Sussex Community Foundation will accept applications from the beginning of August 2008. Application forms will be available to download from our website www.sussexgiving.org.uk at the end of July in Word format or you can request a copy to be sent to you by email or by post from our office (t) 01273 403980. 
Decision-making

The first grants will be awarded in September. To be considered in September applications must be submitted by August 31st. 

From September 2008 there will be two routes for Grassroots applications: 

1. Applications for grants of less than £900 will be considered throughout the year. Groups applying for less than £900 will be notified within 10 working days from the date we receive a completed application form. 
2. Applications for grants of £900 to £5,000 will be subject to closing dates throughout the year. Details of the latest closing date will be posted on our website and can also be requested from our office. Groups will be advised of decisions within 10 working days of the closing date. 
Spending your Grant

If you are awarded a grant from the Grassroots Grants Fund before 31st March 2009, you must spend the entire grant before 30th June 2009. This is a requirement set by the Government.

If you are not happy with our service or decision

Sussex Community Foundation is committed to providing a good service to its donors and to grant applicants. Sadly we do not have enough funds to support every application, but we try to treat all applications fairly. If you are unhappy with the service you receive from the Foundation or the decisions we have made, you are welcome to use our complaints procedure, a copy of which is available on our website.






